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LIOWN falling fich, all the beafts went to ſee him ex= 
A cept e For upon which the 2 ſent for bim, tell 
ing him he wanted to ſee him, and his preſence would be. 
very acceptable. AMorevver be difired the meſſenger ta 
722 the Fox that for ſcueral reaſont he had no occa- 
fron to be afraid of bim, Ve the Lien loved the Fe 
very well, and therefore deſired to Nee hm; befides he 
lay ſo fick, he could not flir to do the Fox «ny harm. 
The Fox returned an olg ing anſwer, d:firing the meſ= | 
ſenger to acquaint the Lion, | be was very deſirous of bis \ © | 
ricovery, and he would pray te the Gods for it; but te. | 
red to be excuſed for his not coming to ſee him a. | .\ 
ether beaſts had dome ;, for truly, 7 th he, the ir C - -: 
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their feet fright me, all cf them going towards the pa- 
lace, but none chming bart. 

2 | The Moral. * 

Mords are not to be truſted, though never ſo fair. — 

Me muft examine mens actions as well as their words, 
and judge of the on, by The other, if we would eſcape 
their miſchievous inventions. 


The R. mark, 


The proverb holds true, Old Larks are nit to de 


catched with baff. The Lien by his pretened ſickneſs, 
+ the Hex in point of civility ought to fay hm A 
viſit, and ſending. ſuch a kind invitation, jo full of 
compliments, was [till a greater obligation on the Fox to 
pay his reſpetts to him; but he was 10 ſharp-ſighted 
not to ſee through his deſign : though truly it is ſome- 


_ times hard to di/linguiſh between a friendly invitation 


and an Ky ptr "bard, fo that à man is often at a 
toſs, ne: knowing but he may diſoblige a friend, while 
he thinks only to ſave himſelf from the hands of the 
enemy, — However, while this world is fo full of trichs, 
it is altuayſ the beſt and wiſeſt method is take particu- 
far care. where any ſns of ſuſpicion appear, 


| A STA, who was hard pur ſued, ran into a Vine 


FABLE II. 


The STAG and the VIV. 


* 
* 


yard, and 19% ſbe ter under a Vine; when be 
thought his enemies were gone; aud the danger over, be 
fell to brauſiug on the leaves, the ruſtling of the boughs 
gave a ſuſbicion to the huntſmen, and on ſearch he was 
diſcovered and ſhot, and as he was dying he ſaid, Haw 
july am I puniſhed for offering to de/troy my ſhade. 


The ral. - 


It is but juſt, that ſuch wha wrong their benefathers 
thaujd be puniſhed with divine vengeance. 


. 2311 
| The Remark. 
There is nething more abomigable in the fight of God 
and Man than ingratitude; and fuch as repay good 
with evil, in ſeeking their protector ruin, ſe!dom 
of ape Ged's judgment. This fable much expoſes this, 
we may ju/tly ſay, the worft of vic's, as many EVP. 
fablet de; but yet all that Cod commands, men precch, 
or beafts practice __ fo enorme us a fin, will not put 
a flop to the wicked doings of malicious ſpirits ; and 
man that can be guilty of ingraiitud-, is ſurely . 
of any manner 7 vickedreſs, 
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FABLE II. 
The CRANE and GEESE. 


A® ſome Gerſe and Cranes were-feeding in à conn- 
tij man's corn field, he heard their naſe, and came 
preſently out upon them, The Cranes ſeeing. the man 
fled for it, but the Geeſe laid and were caught. 
The Meral. | 
This ſal le ſignifies, that in taking of towns the prey 
eaſily eſcape, tobilſi; the rich, tarrying at home to [ave 
their eff «its IS boſe their lives and fortunes. 
" The. Remark | 
It is ſtrange bow riches alter ſehe minds of men, how 
timo hut thiy make the brave, and ſecuring others, who 
truſting to their money, think to eſcape by that means, acd 
thereby become the greater enen y,— is fable ſeverely re- 
ect on thoſe who neg). their ewn vreſervation , for had 
the Ge-/> been ſo wiſe as to go off with the Cranes, thy 
might have |. v'd themſelves 5\ but tre ſwre'n'ls of the 
corn they wore feeding on, and the great weight of their bo- 
«e; ſtoppea tem till they were cta ha. 
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FABLE I}. 


A  RUMPPFT. ER taken Priſoner, 
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| HEN an army had been routed a trumpeter was 

ta ken priſoner, and as the ſoldiers were going to kill 
br, Gentlemen, ſays he, why jhould you kill a man that 
Hurts nobody ? You 2 die the rather for that, ſays one 
F the company, when like a raſcal Wu dont fight your ſ-lf, 
you ſet other people by the cars, | 


The Moral. | 
He that provokes to do misch ef is more guilty than thoſe 
: Th N e R 714 rh . , 


This fable reproves ſaith as delight in ſettin; people by 
the ears, tonttary to 1h: Chriſtian duty of being peate- 
matters, ſays oir. &, uiou r, for they ſhall be called the 


„ 5 
chillren of Gol. For God is the God of peace and lows, 


Malice, katred, and enty, which mak? ſuch d:fference 


between the people, proceed from Satan; but meekneſs, 
goodnesf, and brotherly Kindn'ſs proctea from Chriſt the 
Prince of Peace. We may eaſily judge from the prac- 
tices of people, whoſe children the yare; for wheever takes 


. pleaſure in diu ſjom, flriſe, and dſcord, muſt be of their 
os; ihe father the Devil, uh fe works they do, let 


their pretenſious be cver ſi fair. 


apt to bave nfl cence apo the p rſox that freq ents vi- 


SO 


FABLE . 
The HUSBANDMAN and STORK. 


* 


Aber innocent Stark happened to be talen in a net 

that wat laid for g ſſe and crane; The St I's 
'Plea was ſiuplicity and the love of mankind, to ethe* with 
the ſervice ſhe did in picking up venemoys creatures It 
11 all true, ſays the bu bandman, but they that keep 111 
company, if they are catthed with them, muſt ſuffer with 


Fen, \ 


The Moral. 


--. HA man is eſteemed according to the company 2 [reps 
Tor it is an old ſaying, Birds of a feather all ock together, 


ow The Remark. 
There are many inconveniences attend the keeping 0 
of lad compan'.— A lewd and wicked example will 4 
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ciont company; and if he ſhould eſcape the plague, wh'ch 
is very 8 his credit and . feffers ; ſo uben 
the good and bad are taken together, for it is a common 
proverb, Shew me the company, I will ſhew you the man. 
It is the bad fortune of many a good mam to fall into baſe 
company and be undone by it, and yet not guilty of inipui- 
2y of his companions ; but was a man ever ſo innocent, 
it is a chame and dichonour to be taken ip with rogues ; 
what the Apoſtle ſays is true, That Evil Communicas 
tions corrupt Good Alinmeres, 
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Fiight of IVaſps and a covey of Partri iges being hard 
pit 10 it for water, vent to a far mer to beg fone 
The Part: i ge- A red to dig bis Vineyard for it. andth 
Waſps to ſecure it from thetu's Pray held jour peace, 


favs the farmer, I have 6x2n and ors to p.rform thoſe 


es already, and Jam reſolved to provi 4s for them fi ſt. 
| Tre Mia. 
Clarity begins at home, and it is verytrue what the 
S oſtle ſaith, Fiz that dees not provide for his own houſe 
is worſe than au if 7 
">" Ihe R mark. 
People ought to rovfider well how they beſlow: thiir 
char tj, for a por p rien i not to rob bis family; neither 


Huld à rich man gun hs clarity the nereſſitons. 


The apoſt'e ſays, He uh ſreth his brother in want, ard © 
fouts p {is vowe's agamnſt kin, bew can the love / Gol 
be in him A man's prudence will always cicect him bo u 
to behave li uſelf in luch a caſe. —Only let @ man be 
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A DAIY n PIGEONS, 


A Di took particular notice that the Pi geons in the 

aowue-houſe were uell t ruovid d for, ſo wet and 
pa nted hi mſelfef a dove colour, and fed ar ovg the Pi- 
geanu. So los as be kipt ſilence it paſſ a very well, 
but forgetting himſelf be jell a (hatte. -O which 
arc,orry they beat him out of the horſ»;, an lin lis re- 
turn to his old c. mpanions, tt 67 420 rejected him. 


The Moral. 


Him who halts between tas opinia s loſes himſelf 3 for 
When hz is jc u-red 10 be true to nei her, he isd p:/ed 
by both Parlite 


The Remait. 


Some by graſpi ae at too much loſe all. and mim do but 
make themſelu 5 ri-icu'dus in imitati- g what they can- 


( 14 ) 
not do, For though the Dato painted herj6f like a Pi- 


geon, = did not make her one; and though a man put 
himſelf in another's Spe, yet be is ſoon diſcovered. The 


Uxpocrite ts never ſo far from being a good Chriſtian as 


_ whes he looks like it; and double dealers are always diſ- 
overei b ſum? accid nt or other, and then both parti « 
aft them off ſo that very wan ovght to be true to wh 
beprofſes 
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FABLE VII. 
The FO X ard SNAKE. 


A Fox and Snake meeting, ſh” began to entertain the 
Fax with a long ſtory concerning the beauties and 
colours of her tin. The For, weary of the diſcourſe, 
mterrupted her, and ſaid, The beauties of the mind were 
better than thoſe of a painted culſide. 
| The Meral. | 
A good under}larding is à bles ng far exceeding all - 
outward beauty 
The Remark. | 
Many are ready to prefer Neauty, Riches, and He- 
nour, before wi/dom. temperance, and piety ;, which in- 
ward blefsings o di inguiſp men from beaſts. We 
have jew outward advantages beyond them, and in 
ſeme are their infertort ; ho that if it were not for the 
intuard beauties, a-man would be rather a p»e ta, than 
a Lerd over them Man will ſatisf his ſen jual a 
petites, the brute brafts can do ns mare ! 
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#4BLE IX. 
The COUGH and SWALLOIV. 


HE Cough and the Swallow fell into a warm diſ- 
pute about beauty, and the Swallow jznfſted 
» mghtily on -her's, ad claimed the advantage.” ' Nay, 
Jays the Cough, you forget that your beauty decays with 
the ſpring, whereas mine laſts all the year. . 
47 eb The Moral, 

Of two things equally goed, that is the bel which 

laſts the longeſt. GE oh 


| The Pemark. OE 
The greateſt bleſſings that we can enjoy are health and 
ling life. But the very flrongeſt muſt expet? to fall fick 
at laſt ; end the longeſt life muſt have an end; ſo that 
theſe, with riches. and hHoncur, delights and pleaſure, 
are like the Swallow's beauty, that laſtath but far a 
time; but goodneſs and piety afford pleaſure here, and 


euerla ing j5y bereafter; «ud they are fools, who like 
the Swallow value themlelues en the beauties of this life 
and u glect to ſecure to themſelves thoſe pleaſures which 
are at God's right-hand for cuermore. $339 
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FABLE -X. 
A FATHER and his SONS. 
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N honeſt man, who had the misfortune is have con- 

tentizus children, endeavoured io reconcile them 
and one day having them before him, he bought a bun- 
ale of (ticks, then defired caeh of them to break it, which 
thiy ſtrove to do, but could not. Well, ſaid he, unbind 
it, and take every one a ſing/e ſtick, and try what you can 
do that way. They did ſo, end with taſe the; ſnapped 
all the tic t. The father ſaid to them, Ch {dren, your 
condition is ext; like unto that bi:ndle of f ichs; for if 


. you hold together you are faſe, but if 104 divide you are 


undone, 
The Mo al. 


Small things. increaſe by peace and unity, whereas 
great thinks dwindle and decay to nothing by diſcard, 


FER: 
Die Remark. 


Divifiens have been the ruin of great kingdoms as well 
at private families, and all know haw things go to ruin 
where one ſtriuves again't another; and ſtrange it is men 
cannot do with all their reaſon and knowledge, what the 
brute beaſts do; for we find that even the furceft of 
them, ſuch. as Tygers, Bears, and Wolves ag: ce among 
themſelves; for aur Saviour ſays, If Satan be divided 
egain/t himſelf, lee can bis kin;dom ſtand? There ts 
not one precept ſo ojten enjoined by our Sav our as uvity;. 
fer he mat it as the diſtinct mark of his ſervants : By 
this ſhall all men know, Cys he, that ye are my diſciples, 
af ye love ens another. | 


Wn dtd. oat i. a6 


FABLE It. 


The FOX that had ht bis TAIL. 


A FOX havin; loſt his Tail ingetting aut a trap. 
when fer ſb me he judged it der h to live, druiſed to 

ade other Foxes to cut off theirs, un er a fr t 
common ben:fit. The Fare being conven , he old et em 
their tai /s were both a diſgrace and a bu den. C of 
th m » ho h ted him, ſmar ly replies, O bro her where 
is your juſtice to . duiſe us to do @ thing which uu ill be ta 
noi 6dy's advent: g- bu! your vey”. 


The Moral. 


i fable belongs to them, who under a ſhew of 
lindneſi aim only at their wn profit, | 


* 


. | t 20.) 
The Remark, 

ns part of mankind are fo vile, that they can- 
not beur to be miſervble * themſelvet, but muſt have 


company. and to ſucceed the better in their deſſer, they 
never fail to uſe fair wirds to render ſeeming! y zvbole- 


ſeme council without being aſked, and never give over 
till they bave 6-vught others into the ſame ſnare with 


themſelves. In this they imita'e the devil, who find- 


ing himſelf miſerable, was never at ref? until he had per- 


feoaded our firſt parents to rum themſelves, What 


' ſmooth langus ge did he uſe ! how ſpecious arguments to 


entice two innocent creatures ts partake of his guilt. 
if this ſad truth was well imprinted on eur mem:ry, it 
wood. prove to us dt, a beacon does to ſeamen, and ſhew 
ws hm to eſcape the dengers and hidden racks of flattery 
and o ended charity, on which js many ug fortunate 


. he 
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FABLE III. 


The FOX and HUNTSMEN. 


A FOX that had been run hard begged of a cbuntry- 
man, whom he ſaw hard at word in a wood, to 
help him to a hiding place. The man directed him to 
eottage, and thither he went, He was no ſooner got in, 
but the Huntfmen were at his heels, and aſked the cot- 
tager, If he did nat ſee the Fox that way ® Nb, ſaid he, 
I-ſaw none; but pointed with his finger to the place. 
Though the Huntſmen did not undorſtand, yet the Fox 
ſaw him; and after they were gone, out fleals the Fox : 
How now, ſaid the countryman, have you not the man- 
ners to take leave of your hoſt ? Yes, ſaid the Fox, if 
you had been as honeſt with your fingers as with your 
fongie I ſhould not baue gone witheut bidding you fars- 
Well. | | 


0 


t 22 ) 


The Moral. 


A man may diſcover things by ſigns as well as by 
words; and his conſcience is as anfwerable fer his 
finger as his tongue. 


' The 8 


There is no trufling to thoſe that do one thing and ſay 
another. There are too many inflances of this kind. And | 
let people pretend to what religion they will, gold and 
money are now the only God they adore. So what our 
Saviour foretold may be applied to theſe times, That a 
man's enemies ſhall be thoſe of his own houſe. So alſo 
that of St Paul, In the latter days perilous, times fhall 
come; for men ſhall be lovers of their ownſelves, cove- 
tous, unthankful, truth-breakers, without natural affec- 
tion, traitors, having a form of godlineſs, but denying 
the power thereof. TR. 


FABLE Am. 
4 The FOX and BRAMBLE. 


SOME NTP — 
4 od Ws — 


W Gb; 4 — —= — 
ſo Ind 1 V = —— 
\ . * 7 * = 
, | 


* 


4 "© ”. 
MP” 45 
H SS HAS 
FO, 
PA 2 ,, 
"SL; , HLH 


A FOX being cloſely purſued, took to a hedge, the 
* buſhes gave way and in catching hold of a Bramble 
to break his fall, he laid himſelf down and fell to licking 
his paws, making great complaints againſt the Brambli. 
Good words Reynard, ſaid the Bramble, you ſhould ne- 
ver expect any kindneſs from an enemy. 


The Maral. 


There are ſome malicious natures that place all their 
delight in ill turns; and the men is hard put to it, wha 
being in diſtreſs is obliged to fly to ſuch people for relief. 


1 6 


- The Remark, 


. a great fol 'y to fly for protection to people who 
naturally delight in miſchief. The Fox blames the 
Bramble here, tut he may thank himſelf; fer how could 
be exit any goodnejs or kindneſs whers. there is nene? 
It is a fatal t ing for mn, when God is offended with 
them to go ta the devil for rel ef. This is what deſtroyed 
Saul, and what daily proves the deftruttion of many. 
Men commonly when furſurd q an chi conſcience, and 

rotſed by the guilt H their ſins, run to a tavern, and 
drawn their ſenſes in a debauch ; or «fe go a tobt ing r 
gating, with a dc/irn to ne theſe though! 6; though. 
all n heſe ſhifts affora no better comfort ivan te Brams 
lle did the Fox; rather adding to, than diminiſhing his 
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